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May it pleaſe your 
' LORDSHIP, 

"CUR high Station and e- 
V min-nt Charatter ac quir d 
D Jour early (Merits 
lind fingular Virtuet, does not 
ily invite, but oblige me toads | 
Preſs Nour Lordſhip in the fol 
owing Propoſal ; Which, if ani® © 
nated by Your Wife «A pprobati- 


in, will redound to Tour Lords * |} 
Wei Honor, and gu, 
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Your Lordfhips Advancement 
in Learning beyond the ordinary 
Reach, entitles Youto be a Pro- 
mover of this Deſign : There- 
ore {hope that ſuch a Maſter of 
Letters, andWell-wiſher there- 
e, will pleaſe favour theſe few 
Lines with Your Lordſhips kind 
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My LORD, 


HE right Inſtitution of Subject: in 
their tender Years, has been 
looked upon by all wiſe Men as 
4 the Foundation of the laſting 
Happineſs of Soverains, and the flouriſh- 
ling Condition of Their Dominions. Li · 
terature does improve the Mind, and Fa- 
ſhion our Manners, whereby. we are the 
better enabled co exerce our ſeveral FunQi- 
ons and Employs in a decent, regular and 
dutiful Way. The Promotion then at 
— [Learning is an Ornament profitiblg to. the 
Nation. Yet methinks the Comqhn- wealth 
of Letters has not been regarded in a Pro- 
portion due to its real Worth. The Me- 
thod of Teaching in the Univerſities being 
confin'd to certain obſolete Rules, does 
1 not reliſh the Taſte of this refin'd Age, 
" [vherein Learning has chang'd its Scene. 
At preſent the Belle's Letters are more in 
Requeſt than the nice Subtilities and 3 8 HY 
ies raging” OT 
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web diſputes of Philoſopy. Upon this ac. 
count moſt of our Gentry apprehending 
the Accademick Learning cloged with ! 
great deal of inſignificant Traſh and Rub 
dich, ſeldom notice more than the Lan. 
guages. And after ſome (mal Progreſ | 
therein, they immediately. go Abroad into 
Forreign Univerſities, where they are off ; 
verloaded with too many Studies at one 
Thus they are neceſſarily overcharg'd, inff i 
4, reſpet that they have uot acquir d a ſuff. 
CcTient Stock of Knowledge, in order to 4 
more facile Attaioment of that particu], 
Science they intend to be Maſters of 
This is 2lio the unhappy Occaſion of theirf c 
ſtaying too Jong from Home, to the Nay jj 
tions and their own vaſt Charge. Wheref p 
48, had They been better inſtructed betord {« 
© thelr Departure hence, They might noſ h. 
only finillt in a ſhorter Time their Studies T 
But ud alſo have the Lealure and OpJT 
Ef portunity of informing tiemſelves inf w 
0 the Manners of the People, and the Polif gr 
| tical Government of ſeveral States, which u 
ought” ro be the chief Deſi ign of Travel 
lers. me thi 
' In order to — in a great meaſure] de 
theſe Inconveniencies, | intend (after dug] p, 


| Eco" 1 to inſtitute a Colledge off fe; 
— Lecture 
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Lecture of Moral and Political land 


In which Lecture the Laws of Nature and 
Nations ſhall be fully explained and treat- 
ed, Hiſtory allo ſhall alſo ſometimes be 
intermix'd. The Students will here be 
taught Echicks or Moral Philoſophy, and 
Logick in a concile and perſpicuous Way, 
obvious to very mean Capacities. For, I 
ſhall cauſe them Oiſpute, Speak, and Write, 
in an Eaſie and Familiar Style. 


This Comprehenfive Science (it dili- 


gently atrended) will contribute much to 
lay a ſolid Fundation for the ſtudying 
Law or Divinity. ſt will likewiſe endue 
Gentlemen with many conſpicuous Qua- 


lifications ſuitable to their Characters. The 


pleaſant and eaſie Method that ſhall be ob- 


ſerved in informing the Youth, without 
J harſh or ſcholaſtick Terms, will induce 


Them greedily to purſue this Knowledge. 
To deſcant particularly upon this Deſign, 


would be tedious; Therefore 1 will. con- 


fine my ſelf to a ſhort Hint thereof, that its 


Uiefulneſs may be ſet in a true Light; 


The Laws of Nature and Nations, are 


the Source from which all Municipal Laws 
derive their Origine. 
I Prime Laws that Potentates and States re- 


ſt is unto theſe 


fer the Decifion of their Controverſ es. 
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- The greateſt part of the Roman Law, 


which for its Excellency and Feng i$ 
rerm'd The Civil, is compil'd from theſe 


Primary Laws, and it differs nt much from 


them, except in the Matter of Form, 
The Law of Nature is uſeful for the Inter · 
pretation of the Civil, as well as its Refor. 
mation; when the latter is defective, Judge: 
and Lawyers have Recourſe to the tor! 


mer, which is the Standard by which all 


Laws are mealured. For the Great and 
Noble End of this Lay of Nature, is to 
cultivate and promove the common Inte: 
reſt of Rational Beeings. My intended 
Lecture then will lay a firm Baſis capable 
to ſuſtain ſo Noble and Weighty a Super- 
ſtructure, as that of the Civil Law; And 
without this deep Fundation, the heavy 
Fabrick will nevet be ſerviceable, but prove 
Unwieldy. 

The Di: ine Laws have ſome. Reſem- 
blance and nigh Affinity to the Laws of 
Nature, of which GOD is the Author, 
When in this Study a Comparaſion is ſta» 
red betwixr the Divine and Natural Laws, 
and between Revealed, and Natural Reli- 
gion; Then the Goodneſs and Suitable- 
nels of GOD's Laws, as well as the Excel- 
' ney. of the. Chriſtian Religion may be 
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that this Propoſal will he a Good: Intro; 
duction to Theologie. Far it will diſcqs 


ver to us what a Reformation of our Lives 
and Manners is requifite, even conform te 


the Dictates of Natural Reaſon. It will 
evidence to us our Natural Duties to 00, 
our Selves and Neighbours, whereby we 
ſhall be convinced how much we are ine 
debted to the clearer Light of the Gol⸗ 
el. 
F By this propoſed Study, our Mind, PR 
better Part of us, will be refined from i its 


groſs Errors and Prejudices, our Reaſon 


will be liberate from the malign Influence 
of our Paſſions, by which we ſhall be ren- 
derd: capable of framing ſuch a right 
Judgement of Matters, as that our Actions 
may be regulate conform to that which ts 
Juſt and Good. 5 

This Science will inform hed Prince 
and Subject of their mutual Duties. Here 


che Supreme Power may view his Genuine 


Intereſt and Peculiar Province: Here the 
Inferior may learn his due Alledgiance. 


So that many Diſorders in State may. be 


happily prevented, while the Natural 


| Law is made the Golden Rule of Mens Re- 
9 Duties; Which Law inculcates Ju* 
_ 3tice, 
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ice, .Probity and Virtue, as neceſir for 
the Support of Societies. 


This notable Learning will qualifie 
Geutlemen for their Princes and Countries 
Service in Church or State, at Home or A- 
It will lead Them in to the Secret 
Springs of State Affaits. The Laws of 
Peace and War ſhall here be handled. The 
Actions and Enterprizes of Princes and Ge- 
nerals ſhall be compared and duely weighs 
ed, whereby others may be inſtructed by 

the Example, and at the Expence of their 
Anteceſſors. By this Science Subjects may 
be taught how They ſhall demean theme 
ſelves in Peace and War, Particular Rules 
of OEconomicks ſhall beenjoyn'd and en- 
forc'd, wherein the Prudent Management 


of Publick and Private Affairs may be at: 
- taind. 


Laſtly, It is nottour what little notice is 


taken in teaching Youth to Speak and 


Write in a proper Style. There are only 
a few who can expreſs their Thoughis in 
a neat and quaint* Dialect. Therefore! 
ſhall cauſe Gentlemen compoſe Diſcourſes 
in Declamations and Themes. I ſhall 
make Them Argue with one another, ſo 
that they ſhall eaſily learn Reaſoning with- 
cout difficult Terms. In ſhort, | ſhall take 
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a3 proper 2 Method: for their Advance? 
ment in their Mother - Tongue, that is tia 
ſual in Fqrreign Univerſities and Schools. 
This will occaſion them to appear ar the 
Barr more briskly, and will acquaint them 
with an Eaſie and Polite Expreſſion Upon 
any Occalion, 

My Method ſhall be ſo Pertinent, chat 
Gentlemen ſhall not think They undergo 


.a Drudgery or / Pennanceʒ But They ſhall 


be charm'd into a chearful Proſecution of 
this Knowledge, in regard They ſhall 
quickly . perceive and reap the Benefite of 
their Labour. 

Hao neceſſar this Deſi ign will prove, I 
leave it to your Lordſhips Sagacious Cone 


fiderarion. This Undertaking in my hum- 


ble Opinion, ought to be encouraged, be- 
cauſe it will- embelliſh our Youth with 
many rare Accompliſhments, that will be 
uſeful. to Them, when they come to Act 
their Parts upon the Theatre of the 
World. 

May it then pleaſe your Lordſhip, to 
forward this Noble Project, by recommen- 
ding it to the Queens moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty, (who is a ſingular Favourer of Vir- 
tue) or to the Right Honourable Parlia- 
ment, that 1 may be aſſiſted in carrying on 
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49 the Najions Tatereſt, under the Auſpi- 
genus Conduct of your' Lordſhip. 1 by 
not only your Lard(hips Patronage i in this 
Affair, but alſo Pardon ſor thus interrup- 
ting You from more Momentuous and 


Arduous Matters. 


That your Lordſhip may long Live and 
/ for — to the Laſting Honour and Splen- 
deur of yaur Queen and Connery, is the 
_ n of | 


My LOR D, 
Vur Lordſpips moſt Humble 


on Pdinburth the „„ and moaf Hanbful 


, Servant, 


WILL: COCKBURN. 
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and Gentlemen, 
n. ho defire to be inſtruc- 
ed in this Polite Hu. 
_ [ 4, may pleaſe repair 
| to my Lodgings, oppoſite | 
70 the foot of Nidde- 
rie s Wynd, upon the 
„20th. of June next, | 
where they ſhall be due= | 
ty attended. ; 
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